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International Arab Baccalaureate
Application for School Accreditation
General Guidelines

The International Arab Baccalaureate (IAB) is a school-based program. Only students at IAB accredited schools are entitled to enroll in the program and receive the IAB Diploma, provided that they develop the required IAB Student Profile by the end of Grade 12. School accreditation is granted based on a five-phase process:

1. In Phase 1, the principal (headmaster, or director) of an interested school files the attached “Qualification for Application” form so that the IAB administration ascertains whether the school is qualified to apply for IAB accreditation. Qualification is based, among others, on the criteria mentioned in the checklist of page 3. 
The school is notified of the outcome within two weeks from the receipt date of the application. Once the school is deemed qualified to apply for IAB accreditation, the school can proceed to Phase 2. If the school is deemed unqualified to apply for IAB accreditation, it has to wait for one year from the notification date before it applies again for qualification.  
2. In Phase 2, the principal of a school deemed qualified to apply for IAB accreditation applies for “Candidacy” by filling out the appropriate application form. Candidacy status is granted to schools which meet the IAB School Profile, and whose teachers are ready to follow the IAB Capacity Building program.
The school is notified of the outcome within one month from the receipt date of the application. Once the candidacy status is granted, the school can proceed to Phase 3. If the status is not granted, the school will be notified of the reasons, and will be offered the chance to work on fulfilling all candidacy conditions within one year of the notification date. The school may apply to reconsider its status any time during that year.

3. In Phase 3, the principal of a school granted candidacy status applies for a “Provisional Accreditation”. Concerned IAB officers will then arrange with the principal to visit the school and ensure that everything is in order for the school to be granted the provisional accreditation status. These officers will write a visit report based on which the final decision will be made concerning the school’s provisional accreditation. 
The school is notified of the outcome within two weeks after the visit. Once IAB Provisional Accreditation is granted, the school can set the stage for its teachers to enroll in the IAB Capacity Building program, for the academic year that immediately follows the notification date. If the school is not granted this status, it will be notified of the reasons, and will be offered the chance to work on fulfilling all provisional accreditation conditions within one year. The school may apply to reconsider its status any time during that year.

4. In Phase 4, Grades 10-12 teachers of a school granted provisional accreditation status enroll in the IAB Capacity Building program for one academic year. Once all concerned teachers have successfully completed the program, the school becomes an “IAB Accredited School”.
5. In Phase 5, necessary formalities and setups will be completed at the accredited school for the implementation of IAB in Grade 10 during the academic year that immediately follows the accreditation date. 

A school wishing to enroll its Grade 10 students in IAB for the academic year 2013-2014 needs to apply for accreditation as follows:

Phase 1:
The school principal submits the Qualification for Application form to the IAB Administrative Officer, by March 30, 2012. No application will be accepted after this date.
Phase 2:
If the school is qualified, the principal applies for Candidacy by submitting the appropriate form, along with necessary documents and processing fees, by May 4, 2012. Should the application be not received by this date, the school will be considered withdrawn from the accreditation process.
Phase 3:
If the school is granted the candidacy status, the principal applies for Provisional Accreditation and arranges for the School Visit by June 15, 2012.

Phase 4:
If the school is granted the provisional accreditation status, the principal submits, by July 13, 2012, an application to enroll grades 10-12 teachers in the IAB Capacity Building program, and arranges for the enrollment fees to be paid by that same date. Teachers may then begin the self-paced program so as to successfully complete it by May 2013.

Phase 5:
The school is accredited, and provisions are made for the implementation of IAB in Grade 10 for the academic year 2013-2014. 
Qualifications required to apply for accreditation 
IAB recognizes and respects the diversity of schools throughout the Arab World. It does not require any particular and unified school setting, nor does it mandate a rigid set of curricula or programs of study, for school accreditation. Nevertheless, schools interested in enrolling their secondary school students in IAB are required to meet the IAB School Profile, and their secondary school teachers are required to meet the IAB Teacher Profile, so that students may develop the IAB Student Profile. 
As a first step toward accreditation, a school needs to meet, among others, the following criteria before it applies for Candidacy. Failure to meet any of these criteria will automatically disqualify a school for applying for accreditation. As such, the following criteria allow an interested school to ascertain whether it qualifies to apply for IAB accreditation, and identify issues that need to be worked out, if any, before it formally applies for IAB accreditation. 

For a school to qualify to apply for IAB accreditation, it has to fulfill, among others, each of the following criteria: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must be registered in the Arab World, and licensed to operate in accordance with the regulations of a particular Arab country.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school’s campus and various facilities should already be in place, and in decent shape.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must be in full operation for a minimum of one year, at least through Grade 10.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must include Grades 10, 11 and 12.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must operate for at least 150 days per year, with an average of six periods per day.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must have a minimum of 15 students, and preferably not more than 30 students, enrolled in each section of a given Grade. Schools with class enrollment outside this range will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A classroom size should accommodate students at an average rate of at least 1.5 m2 per student. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must be equipped with information and communications technology (especially computers with decent internet access). 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must have proper library and/or resource center(s).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must have well-equipped laboratories and/or workshops.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must have a well-defined philosophy (vision, mission and values included), and must be adopting an experiential, student-centered pedagogy, and an authentic assessment framework aligned with the IAB framework.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must be implementing, in Grades 10-12, well-defined curricula, including scope and sequence, at least for the following fields: 
· Science: physics, chemistry, biology and earth sciences.

· Mathematics: algebra, geometry, trigonometry, measurement, calculus, probability and statistics.

· Social studies: history, geography and civics.

· Languages: Arabic and a foreign language (English or French).

· Auxiliary fields: ICT, economics, arts (or other fields to be announced in due course).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school’s language of instruction must be Arabic, English and/or French.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Teachers of the above-mentioned fields in Grades 10-12 must demonstrate pedagogical proficiency in their fields, hold a university degree in these fields, and be fluent in the language of instruction.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must provide opportunities for continuous professional development for its teachers and staff.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The school must commit its teachers to complete the IAB Capacity Building program.
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School Accreditation

Qualification for Application Affidavit
	I,
	
	أنا،

	principal of 
	School Name*
اسم المدرسة*
	مدير 

	located at 
	Street, City, Country
الشارع، المدينة، الدولة
	الكائنة في 


	do hereby request to ascertain whether my school named above qualifies to apply for IAB Accreditation, and certify that all information provided in this form is timely and accurate.

I fully acknowledge that the decision of the IAB Administration concerning my school’s status is final, and that the said Administration has the right to reconsider its decision should any of the provided information be inaccurate. 

I also certify that I, and all concerned people at my school or elsewhere, will accept that decision and will never contest it in any way before any authority, in my country or abroad, and will never hold IAB, ERC, or any related body or person, liable for any matter ensuing from that decision.
	أتقدّم بطلبٍ لمعرفة ما إذا كانت مدرستي المذكورة أعلاه مؤهّلة للتقدّم بطلبٍ لاعتماد البكالوريا العربيّة الدوليّة IAB، كما أصرّح بأنّ المعلومات المذكورة في هذه الإستمارة هي صحيحة ودقيقة.

وإنّني أدرك أنّ القرار المتعلِّق بمدرستي، والمتّخذ من قبَل إدارة البكالوريا العربيّة الدوليّة، هو قرار نهائي وقاطع، وللإدارة المذكورة الحق بإعادة النظر في قرارها في حال عدم صحّة أيٍّ من المعلومات التي زُوِّدَت بها.

كما أتعهّد، مع كل الأشخاص المعنيّين بشؤون مدرستي، بقبول هذا القرار وعدم الاعتراض عليه أبدًا بأي شكلٍ من الأشكال، أمام أي جهةٍ في وطني أو في الخارج. كما أتعهّد بألاّ أحمّل القيّمين على البكالوريا العربيّة الدوليّة أو المسؤولين في مركز البحوث التربويّة، أو كلّ من يرتبط بهما، المسؤوليّة عن كل ما قد ينجم عن ذلك القرار.


	توقيع المدير:
	
	Principal’s Signature:

	اسم المدير:  
	Handwritten
مكتوبًا باليد
	Principal’s Name:

	التاريخ: ____/_____/ ___ 20
	
	Date: ____/____/20___


* Different schools that belong to the same chain of schools, or that are being run by the same organization, need to apply separately. Each school will be evaluated independently of the other schools in the same group. 

* تتقدّم كل مدرسة تابعة لسلسلة مدارس معيّنة بطلبٍ منفصل. ويتم تقييم كل مدرسة بشكلٍ مستقل عن المدارس الأخرى ضمن المجموعة الواحدة. 
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School Accreditation

Qualification for Application 

	School Name:
	

	Street: 
	

	City: 
	

	District: 
	

	Country:
	

	Postal Code:
	


	Landline telephone number:
	

	Fax number:
	

	Mobile number:
	

	Email address:
	

	Website:
	


School license:
	Licensing authority: 
	

	Authority address: 
	

	License/registration No:
	                                                                Date:

	Date at which classes were offered at this school for the first time:
	

	Has the license ever been suspended or revoked?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If so, when and why? 
	


School type: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public    
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chartered

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General education        
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vocational education       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elementary      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Secondary      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:

	What public authority or private agency runs the school?
	


Other accreditations:
	Has the school already been accredited by other agencies?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If so, by which agency(ies), and when?
	

	Does the school still maintain its accreditation status?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If not, why?
	


School pedagogy: 
School Vision and Mission, if any:

School educational philosophy (in a maximum of five lines, please):

Assessment philosophy and procedures in various fields, in Grades 10, 11 and 12 (in a maximum of five lines, please):

School campus and courses: 

Is the school campus completely built? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
When was it completed, or will it be completed?
Does the school have internet access?   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes. Specify:

 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No.
	Please answer the following questions for each Grade:

	
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	Are available classrooms sufficient?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Average classroom size (in m2):
	
	
	

	Number of sections per Grade:
	
	
	

	Average number of students in each section:
	
	
	

	Number of teaching days per academic year:
	
	
	

	Total number of weekly class periods:
	
	
	

	Duration of a class period (in minutes):
	
	
	

	Number of computers inside the classroom:
	
	
	

	Internet access inside the classroom:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Students access to computers outside the classroom:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Student access to the internet outside the classroom:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

	Streams or tracks available in each Grade (e.g., scientific and literary tracks):
	1.

2.
	1.

2.

3.
	1.

2.

3.

4.


Please answer the following questions for each track in each Grade:
	
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	
	Track 1
	Track 2
	Track 1
	Track 2
	Track 3
	Track 1
	Track 2
	Track 3
	Track 4

	Number of weekly class periods 
(Please    fill only Track 1 if no tracks are available)  
	Arabic language
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	English language
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	French language
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other language (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mathematics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Physics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Chemistry
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Biology
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Earth science
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Geography
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	History
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Civics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	History
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Computer / ICT 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Economics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Arts (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Physical education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other field (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other field (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other field (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Language of instruction
	Mathematics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Science
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Social studies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other fields
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Describe each of the following facilities which students have access to?

	
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	Laboratories

 
	
	
	

	Shops / workshops

	
	
	

	Libraries 


	
	
	

	Other resources


	
	
	


Teachers’ proficiency:
Please specify the major and degree of the teacher holding the highest degree among colleagues in her/his field.
	Teacher of:
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	
	Major
	Degree
	Major
	Degree
	Major
	Degree

	Arabic language
	
	
	
	
	
	

	English language
	
	
	
	
	
	

	French language
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other language (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chemistry
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Biology
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Earth science
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geography
	
	
	
	
	
	

	History
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Civics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Computer / ICT
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Economics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arts (specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical education
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other fields (list)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What sort of professional development opportunities does the school provide for its teachers? (in a maximum of five lines, please) 
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